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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

Faculty Minutes
1968- 1969
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
March 28, 1969
To: Members of the University Faculty
From: John N. Durrie, Secretary
There will be a special meeting of the University Faculty on
Tuesday, April~' at 3:30 -2..!.!!l· in the Anthropology Lecture Hall
to discuss questions arising from the suspension of two teaching
assistants in the Department of English.
Astatement by President Heady is attached.
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Mr.
Benavides,
a member
the Studentpassed
Affairs Conunittee,
called
the Ed
Faculty's
attention
to of
a31,resolution
the United
MexicanAmerican
Students
on March
calling for the by
immediate
resignation
of President Heady.
Amotion to adjourn being defeated, several other students spoke,
among them
Mr.Barbara
Steve Van
president
pro Union,
tern of Mr.
the Manny
Student
Senate,
Miss
BrownDresser,
of of
the the
Black
Student
Wright,
campus
representative
National
Student
Association,
Mr. Jim Bowen, public relations officer of the Associated Students,
and Mr. Leonard DeLayo, student senator.
Vice
President
summarized
events intoSanta
Fe
relative
toWilliams,
theSmith
issuebriefly
of "the
poem"
-- arecent
House appropriation
Memorial
discharge
Mr.
Lionel
cuts
in
the
University's
totaling
$128,000, and the establishment of a joint legislative committee to
investigate the State's institutions of higher learning.
The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.
John N. Durrie, Secretary
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or when the presiding officer so requests. In
the circumstances of this meeting it seems appropriate that I should not preside and that the·
Academic Vice President should not preside. Unfortunately, the Vice Chairman of the faculty,
Professor Wollman, is on a trip to Mexico which
could not be changed until Sunday. Mr. Durrie
and I have consulted with Professor Wollman
before he left, with Professor Alexander, the
Chairman of the Faculty Policy Committee, and
others, and it is our recommendation to you that
Professor Henry Weihofen of the School of Law
should be authorized to be the presiding officer
at this meeting and I will entertain a motion to
authorize Professor Weihofen to -(There were several movers of this motion
and several seconds made from the audience in
general.)
HEADY Those in favor? Any discussion?
Those in favor say ".aye" , those opposed "no".
The motion is carried.
PROFESSOR WEIHOFEN I appreciate the
compliment of being asked to chair this meeting,
though I haven't been particularly eager ~the
task because I need not.remind you you were all
checked as you came in the door. I tnink we can
take it that everyone present is a member of the
faculty having the right to attend a faculty
meeting such as this, except for some invited
guests.
I understand there are some special invited
guests, certain student representatives, both
undergraduate and graduate. Vice President
Lavender, would you introduce, or at least identify
for us, the students, the undergraduate student
representatives?
VICE PRESIDENT LAVENDER Yes. I don't
know them all personally, Mr. Chairman, but I
would like to report at a meeting of the Student

Student
Guests;
Reporters
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Affairs Committee on Friday the faculty procedure
for having students -- can you hear me? -- having
students invited to the faculty was followed. It
was recommended that we ask the Policy Committee
to invite twenty-five students, who would be
selected by the student body president. The
Policy Committee was polled by telephone and we
now have with us at least twenty-five student
undergraduates named by the student body president,
and I would like to ask those twenty-five students
to stand so that you can see where they are.
(The students stood.)
LAVENDER Thank you. In addition, considering the agenda item, it was agreed with the
president of the graduate student council, the
executive secretary of the graduate student council, and a representative of an ad hoc group of
graduate assistants and teaching assistants that
fifteen graduate students would also be invited.
Now these fifteen are here and they have been
named with the concurrence of the two official
people I have named, plus a group of people who
are an ad hoc group of GA's and TA's and I wanted
that group to stand and identify themselves.
(The group stood.)
LAVENDER Thank you.
WEIHOFEN Thank you, Doctor. May I mention one other thing. The guests, of course, are
here as observers only and our Faculty Constitution,
as I remind you, makes all faculty members who are
faculty members, members of this body and entitled
~o attend and participate. But the voting faculty
is composed of only the regular full-time
faculty and does not include those who are holding
interim or temporary teaching assignments.
.
I don't know how we may handle that problem,
if it becomes a problem, on voting. Short of that
I suppose -- there is no problem because they are
entitled to participate.
Professor Meier.
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the Black Student Union among the invited student
representatives?
(Three students raised their hands.)
WEIHOFEN I count three hands in answer
to your question.
FACULTY MEMBER Move the question.
WEIHOFEN The question has been moved.
All those in favor signify by saying "aye" .
Opposed "no". The motion appears to be lost.
The motion is lost .
MERKX Call for a hand vote.
WEIHOFEN The call has been made for a
vote by hand. May I interrupt and mention -FACULTY MEMBER Point of order, Mr.
Chairman. This was moving the previous question.
WEIHOFEN Pardon?
FACULTY MEMBER The motion was moving the
previous question to close debate.
WEIHOFEN Yes, to close debate.
FACULTY MEMBER And that is lost, so the
motion to admit them now is open to debate.
WEIHOFEN I stand corrected. That was
the form of the motion, to close debate.
PROFESSOR BLUM I move the question on the
motion.
WEIHOFEN The motion was to close debate,
as Professor Hoyt pointed out, and the motion is
still open for deba~e.
PROFESSOR HOYT We already have observers
~ere. I can't see any harm that could be done by
inviting these ten students to listen to the
discussion. They won't participate. They won 't
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have a vote and would not affect -- maybe that they
will not be suspicious of what we are doing behind
closed doors .
PROFESSOR COOPER The same rationale, then,
we could hold this meeting in the University stadium
and invite everybody.
WEIHOFEN There was another back there.
PROFESSOR BRANSFORD There are empty chairs
in here. Why don't you invite themin so the
chairs are fi lled.
WEIHOFEN Are you ready for the question?
The motion is to invite -- may I have clarificatipn, Professor? -- the Black Student Union
members who are outside, or ten, you mentioned -MEIER Approximately ten; those who are
waiting outside.
WEIHOFEN Those members of the Black Student
Union who are waiting outside.
PROFESSOR ALEXANDER The motion was ten.
WEIHOFEN All right. Let's not confuse
that. Then ten of the students, Black Union
students who have asked to be admitted. Are you
ready for the question? All those in favor
signify by saying "aye" . Contrary "no". The
motion appears to have been carried and the motion
is carried.
(Applause. )
FACULTY MEMBER Point of order.
WEIHOFEN Point of order.
PROFESSOR BOCK Mr. Chairman, is there
established agenda for today?
WEIHOFEN Your name is
BOCK Philip Bock, anthropology. Is there
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an established agenda for today's meeting, and
could we hear the order in which it is intended
the topics should be covered?
LAVENDER M
r. Chairman, I wonder before
you voted that item I could report there are two
members of the priss, Frankie McCarty fromthe
Journal, and Mr. 5§1ft~~~ fromTh e NewMexico Review
outside and they have asked me to ask you if they
may enter.
WEIHOFEN Professor Beck's question is
raised as a point of order. There is no stated
agenda. The only subject for which the meeting
has been called, as you know, is to discuss
questions arising from the suspension of two
teaching assistants in the Department of English.
Now, we -ALEXANDER I move the reporters be admitted.
(There were several seconds.)
WEIHOFEN The question is called for.
All in favor signify by saying "aye''; contrary?
The motion is carried.
Let me mention one other point: Mr. Durrie
tells me that there have been requests for secret
ballots on any question that may arise of such a
nature that members might hesitate to vote publicly their true sentiment. I mention that now. I
haven't suggested that for the motions that come
before us so far . I didn't think you would want
to do anything for that. This is a large meeting,
but I mention it now. I don't know that we need
to take any action until and unless the matter
comes before us where it is felt that that might
be appropriate.
BOCK Mr. Chairman.
WEIHOFEN Yes.
BOCK I have previously made a promise to
a group of graduate students that I am not going
to
thekeep.
case. I would like to explain why that is
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It was to have been a motion to admit all
teaching fellows and graduate assistants to this
meeting. I think the very obvious practical
reasons that motion should be made, it would
delay interminably the process of debate, and
since we do have representatives from these
various groups present I do not intend to go
ahead with that. However, I do have a motion
I would like to present at this time .
WEIHOFEN Yes.
BOCK Whereas President Heady has violated
provisions of the University policy on Academic
Freedom and Tenure as set forth in the Faculty
Handbook, page 48, paragraphs one and three: (a)
by failing to have appropriate administrative
officers privately confer with or state charges
against the accused, L. Williams or K. Pollack,
(b) in appointing, rather than utilizing an
elected faculty group, an advisory committee in
this matter, and (c) in suspending two teaching
assistants without demonstrating danger of
"immediate harm" to them or others, and
Whereas President Heady has shown poor
judgment in (d) issuing public statements
prejudicial to the case, and (e) bypassing and
suspending, rather than fully informing and
consulting with those faculty members closest
to the problem area,
I therefore move: One: That the appointed
advisory committee be dissolved without prejudice and replaced by a legally elected committee
of five tenured faculty members, this group to
be chosen at this general meeting by plurality
Vote on a secret ballot. Two: That the new
ad hoc advisory committee be charged with final
responsibility for either: (a) Dismissing all
charges against the accused teaching assistants,
or (b) preferring charges against one or both
before the Academic Freedom and Tenure Committee.
Three: That the faculty demand the immediate
reinstatement of Williams and Pollack pending
at'
c ion by the Academic Freedom and Tenure
Committee, and four: That this faculty reaffirm

Special
Advisory
Committee

